Duties of the Speaker of the Council:

The holder of this office is a member of the council who has been elected by
other members. The basic role of the Speaker is to ensure and observe
implementing rules and maintain order, besides defending the rigisl
privileges of PLC members including the right to be heard, and free expression in
debates during deliberations. The speaker has to call the items registered in the
agenda, and he reads loudly the text before the members, recognizes the
members who wisho participate in debate, and finally puts the issue for the final
decision.

The Speaker may be asked to organize an urgent debate when needed, calling
upon members to participate in debates. During debates, the Speaker never
participates in debates unleghere is a tie in votes. He is responsible of opening,
suspending and closing sessions as well as putting issues to vote and announcing
the results after votes.

There are other duties for the Speaker as the representative of the council in
diplomatic missions He is the spokesman of the council while dealing with
contacting International parliaments and organizations as well as other bodies
and assemblies all over the world; on the other hatidS t [/ R2Say Qi
in the negotiation process with Isel or in the discussions with donor countries
upon which these roles are being both played by the PLO. More of that, it is worth
mentioning that under the Palestinian Elections Law, The PLC is integrated in the
Palestinian National Council, thus a forrhak between Palestinians living in the
Palestinian territories and Palestinians living abroad. (Refugees, and Diaspora).

Under the Palestinian basic law, if the President dies or becomes incapacitated,
the speaker of the Legislative Council becomes hdatie Palestinian Authority
for an interim period until new elections are held.



